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ISSUE 1 - the bloodiest chapter begins...



india before the advent of islamic imperialism 
was not exactly a zone of peace.
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but in all their wars, the hindus 
observed some time-honored 
conventions. even war had a dharma.

brahmins and bhikshus 
were never molested.

cows were never killed.

temples were never touched.

non-combatants were left unharmed.
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when hindu kings went to war, they attacked 
the forts, but not the human habitations.

The civil population was never plundered.  
War booty was an unknown item in the calculations of conquerors

defeated soldiers were treated with respect, 
the martial classes met in open spaces, with a code of honor.
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Islamic imperialism came with a different code - 
the Sunnah of the Prophet

it required warriors to fall upon the civil 
population after victory on the battlefield.

It required them to sack and burn towns after 
the defenders had died fighting or had fled.

The cows, the Brahmins, and the Bhikshus invited their 
special attention in mass murders of non-combatants
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temples and monasteries were special targets in the pillage.

Those whom they did not kill, they captured and sold as slaves.

The magnitude of the booty looted even from the bodies of 
the dead, was a measure of the success of a military mission.

and they did all this as holy warriors and infidel-
killers in the service of Allah and his Last Prophet.
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Hindus found it very hard to understand 
the psychology of this new invader.

“The conquering army burnt villages, devastated 
the land, plundered people's wealth...”

“took Brahmins and children and women of all 
classes captive, flogged with thongs of raw hide...”

“carried a moving prison with it, and converted 
the prisoners into obsequious Turks.”
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this gruesome story first began 1000 AD...

with Raja Jaipal, a scion of the 
Hindu Shahiya dynasty of Kabul.

and mahmud ghaznavi, sultan 
of the ghaznavid empire.
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in 1004 AD, Ghaznavi stormed kabul 
and plundered the place.

He stayed there for some time, to convert the Hindus to 
Islam with the help of mullahs he had brought with him.
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in 1008 AD he captured Nagarkot (Kangra).

The loot amounted to 70,000,000 dirhams in 
coins and 700,400 manNs of gold and silver...

...besides plenty of precious stones and embroidered 
cloths, to be sold at a premium in the markets of ghazni.
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in 1011 AD he plundered Thanesar (haryana), which was undefended.

his armies destroyed many temples, 
and broke a large number of idols.

The chief idol, that of ChakrasVamin, was taken 
to Ghazni and thrown into the public square 

for defilement under the feet of the faithful.
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“The blood of the infidels flowed so copiously at Thanesar 
that the stream was discolored, notwithstanding its purity, 
and people were unable to drink it.”

“The SultAn returned with plunder which is impossible to count.”

“Praise Be to Allah for the honor he bestows on IslAm and Muslims.”
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In 1013 AD Mahmud advanced against Nandana (PUNJAB), where 
the Shahiya king, Anandapal, had established his new capital.
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The Hindus fought very hard but lost. Again, the temples 
were destroyed, and innocent citizens slaughtered.

“The Sultan returned with  
immense booty, and slaves 

were so plentiful that they 
became very cheap and men of 
respectability in their native 

land were degraded by 
becoming slaves of common 

shopkeepers.”

“But this is the goodness of Allah, who bestows 
honor on his own religion and degrades infidelity.”
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The road was now clear for an assault 
into the heartland of Hindustan.
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In December 1018 AD Mahmud crossed the Yamuna, 
collected 1,000,000 dirhams from Baran (Bulandshahar), 

and marched to Mahaban in Mathura district.

“the infidels deserted the fort and tried to cross the foaming 
river' but many of them were slain, taken or drowned.”
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Mathura was the next victim. Mahmud seized five gold 
idols weighing 89,300 miskals and 200 silver idols.

“The Sultan gave orders that all the temples should be 
burnt with naptha and fire, and levelled to the ground.”

The pillage of the city continued for 20 days.
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Mahmud now turned towards 
Kanauj which had been the seat 
of several Hindu dynasties.

“In Kanauj there were nearly ten thousand temples, Many 
of the inhabitants of the place fled in consequence of 

witnessing the fate of their deaf and dumb idols.”

“Those who did not fly were put to death. The SultAn 
gave his soldiers leave to plunder and take prisoners.”
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The Brahmins of Munj, which was attacked next, fought to the 
last man after throwing their wives and children into fire.

“the Sultan ordered that (Asi’s) five forts be 
demolished, the inhabitants buried in their 

ruins, and the garrison plundered.”

“The Muslims paid no regard to the booty till they had 
satiated themselves with the slaughter of the infidels.”

“the prisoners were afterwards taken to Ghazni and 
merchants came from distant cities to purchase them.”
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Mahmud's sack of Somnath deserves a telling of its own...

What needs emphasizing here is that the fragments of the famous 
shivalinga were turned into steps of the Jama Masjid in ghazni.

The rest were sent to Mecca, Medina, and 
Baghdad to be desecrated in the same manner.

Scrolls of Aryavarta | Bodha



Mahmud's son Masud tried to follow in the footsteps of his father.

in 1037 AD he sacked the fort of hansi-

“The Brahmins and other high ranking men were slain, and their 
women and children were carried away captive, and all the 
treasure which was found was distributed among the army.”

Scrolls of Aryavarta | Bodha



not for nothing did historian will durant declare that “the 
Mohammedan conquest of India was probably the bloodiest 

story in the history of humanity.”
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END OF ISSUE 1 | VOLUME 1 will continue...

The Scrolls of Aryavarta is a creative project in cultural 
storytelling through digital comics. Here we recreate stories, 
legends, triumphs, struggles, and tragedies from Indian 
history.



Volume 1 - The Story of Islamic Imperialism in India, takes from 
the seminal work by Shri Sita Ram Goel, and will narrate what 
historian Will Durant called the “bloodiest chapter in human 
history.” New issues out every fortnight.



All issues will be up on our website -  
www.bodharesearch.in/aryavarta


