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in the annals of bharata, saurashtra and the sea are an old song.

river and ocean met here, and long journeys became pilgrimage - tirtha.

On the shore, Krishna watched over nets, 

boats, and returning feet.

1, somnath

Dharma lived in ordinary hands, 

salt wind, lamps, and homes.
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and above the coast, visible from distant horizon, rose a beacon shaped by devotion.

somnath. the moon lord.

under the torana, every road was a pilgrim’s road.

around it, life and worship breathed as one.

2, somnath

Sailors saw the shikhara 

before they saw the shore.
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Within it, halls danced with rhythm, gesture, and devotion.

its carved stone held a sky of lamps.

Āratīs, the sacred prayers, invoked 

the presence that circles all worlds.
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in its innermost darkness, the jyotirlinga gathered all flames towards it.

a presence without a beginning or an end. AN ancient 

rhythm throbbed here - mantra, jala, bilva, prāṇa.

4, somnath scrolls of aryavarta vol. 1 issue 3 | bodha 



Kings gave gold, pilgrims gave coins, 

generations gave continuity.

abundance arrived here as seva, one vessel and caravan at a time.

those without possessions gave service and devotion.

under a keen tutelage, young 

voices carried the veda forward.

5, somnath

one could even consider this 

a sacred prosperity, but...
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...Far from saurashtra, at a different kind of court, 

prosperity was measured in conquest and pillaged wealth.

a sultan and his qadi held conference. and their next destination was set.

the chief qadi - the man with the holy book. his 

was the assurance and this was the just path.

the sultan - mahmud of ghazni. 

a fanatical mind, given to conquest and greed.
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Thanesar, 1011 CE.

Riding east from Ghazni, Mahmud sacked the sacred city and carried its revered image away as a trophy.

Mathura, 1018 CE. 

Its temples astonished even the invader’s chronicler...

“Then gold was stripped, sanctuaries burned, and the city left in smoke.”

Kannauj, winter 1018 CE. The old capital was plundered. 

another entry in ghazni’s ledger.

7, somnath

Nagarkot, 1009 CE. 

Each raid taught the same lesson. 

sanctity itself could be made a target.
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By 1025 CE, Mahmud had raided the Indian subcontinent for a quarter-century. 

Now his maps turned towards the richest tirtha on the western sea.

The qadi supplied the sanction - Somnath was a celebrated 

seat of murti-puja, and therefore a prize for iconoclasm.

From Ghazni to Multan, across the Thar, south to Anhilwara, then west to 

Prabhas Patan. A finger found Somnath. an army would follow.
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Late 1025 CE. Mahmud marched from Ghazni with cavalry, archers, engineers. 

an invasion was underway.

The Thar was chosen as a weapon - a hard southern route meant to outrun 

warning, bypass resistance, and appear where no great army was expected.

Anhilwara, capital of the Solanki kingdom. King Bhima I withdrew.  

the city was plundered, and the route to Saurashtra opened.

Then the shikhara rose through the coastal haze.

After months of dust, Mahmud’s army saw the beacon it had crossed a subcontinent to break.
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At Prabhas Patan, the invaders met more than walls.  

Warriors, townspeople, pilgrims, and temple servants gathered beneath Somnath’s gaze.

The kshatriya commander asked for no promise of survival. 

only that every man hold his place while breath and steel remained.

The Brahmins were offered flight. 

They chose the sanctum, the mantra, and 

the jyotirlinga entrusted to their care.
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At dawn the assault began.

Ladders climbed the sandstone, arrows darkened the air.

Where the wall shook, the commander became its strength. 

moving from breach to breach, binding exhausted men into a single line.

Mahmud fed rank after rank into the attack. 

but when dusk descended, amid broken metal and chipped stone, somnath’s walls held strong.
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THE WAVES WERE RELENTLESS - GHAZNI HAD enough to spend on attrition. 

the next assault found its wound.

Stone split, defenders fell, and the outer wall finally gave way.

but inside, lamps still burned, THE ABHISHEKA CONTINUED. 

as though history had not just knocked at the door.
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On Somnath’s eastern steps, the last defenders formed a saffron line.

Behind them stood the doors. behind the doors, the sacred.

The commander’s turban was gone, his armour opened, his sword broken. 

Duty had taken everything from him - BUT HE HAD MORE TO GIVE.

Only when the final defender fell did the great doors stand open.

The outer defence was finished. the inner witness remained.
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Mahmud entered a hall emptied by death and flight.

At the sanctum threshold, steel met stillness. For one suspended breath, 

the invader stood before what he had travelled so far to destroy.
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Between the mace and the jyotirlinga stood an old pujari. unarmed, unyielding, 

and certain that reason still had a place - for who would defile the sacred?

WHEN REASON FAILED, they offered treasure beyond measure. 

Gold, they pleaded, could leave. But the presence must remain.

but mahmud had not crossed the desert to trade in idols. he had come to break them.
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The bull-headed mace rose above centuries of pūjā. 

above the touch of kings, fishermen, widows, children, and nameless pilgrims.

The polished stone fractured. lamp flames shuddered.

it was a blow that entered civilizational memory.

Dust replaced incense. Soldiers crowded the sanctum. 

tradition and devotion were supplanted by bigotry.

16, somnath

but the stream of abhisheka continued, falling 

upon the broken stone with the patience of time.
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The pujaris refused to abandon their jyotirlinga. 

Their final act was refusal to leave, in the face of certain death.

then came the inventory - coins, jewels, silks, ritual vessels, royal gifts.

the accumulated seva of generations carried out as daylight loot.

At sunset, Mahmud stood above Somnath’s dead 

with satisfaction, smoke billowing behind him. 
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Chests were balanced on camel backs until the loading line vanished into dust. 

sacred prosperity, repackaged as imperial wealth.

but The plunder was not of object and treasure alone...

...live Captives. women, children, scholars, servants. 

counted, bound, and divided into marching lines back to ghazni.

in its brick walls, and in the hearts of its 

survivors, prabhas patan burnt for days.

for the civilization, a long and wounding fire had only just been lit.
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Early 1026 CE. The returning column dragged treasure, captives, carts, and 

exhaustion northwards - its triumph made slow by everything it had taken.

On the Sindh frontier, Jat riders struck the burdened column. 

arrows, dust, a burst chest of gold, and disappeared into the desert that sheltered them.

mahmud did not mind overmuch. In his tent lay fragments 

of the jyotirlinga, wrapped like receipts of conquest.

19, somnath

the idol was smashed. he had done his religious duty. 

and for its idle rocks now, he had the perfect plan...
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Ghazni received its sultan in triumph.

Soldiers, laden camels, and Hindu captives passed beneath banners. 

the court converted plunder into prestige. 

the qadi reiterated religious sanction and accolade.

the idol’s fragments were set into a mosque threshold for devout 

followers of allah to press beneath their feet.

it was desecration made piety.
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inside mahmud’s court, accolades were read for the triumphant sultan.  

one civilization’s devastation was another’s pious victory.

Poets gave the raid metre, chroniclers gave it permanence. literature minted the 

deed into glory. fed by the revenues of conquest, Gardens flowered in Ghazni.

only the memory of survivor civilizations recalls, 

the beauty of empires often hides ruins beneath.
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it was Days later when a dust-covered messenger reached wounded Anhilwara.

Somnath had fallen. the news carried an injury larger than any one kingdom.

King Bhima I pondered what must happen next. 

His capital had been sacked, his great tirtha broken.

The news crossed into Malwa, where the Paramara king 

Bhoja heard of the jyotirlinga that was shattered. 

It even travelled south to the Chola realm.

22, somnath

Somnath’s wound became Bharata’s memory.
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Kings, guilds, sthapatis, acharyas, merchants, and pilgrims gathered. 

No empire had ordered Somnath into being, no conqueror could forbid its return.

the mūrtī was taken. but the kshetra remained. the tirtha remained. the mantra remained.

the pilgrims remembered the routes. the geography remained sacred. 

things the iconoclasts and rakshasas could neither steal nor break.

The decision was therefore simple - rebuild, now. 

while the smoke was still visible.
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Under king Bhima I, and in tradition with the support of king Bhoja of Malwa, 

stone and soma rose again at Prabhas Patan.

A new jyotirlinga was shaped from living rock.

Each measured strike answered the blow that had broken the old one.

Then came prana pratishtha - the consectration. 

mantra, water, fire, and breath inviting sacred presence once more into the sanctum.

Pilgrims returned. Markets reopened. Bells crossed the sea wind.
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By 1169 CE, the Chaulukya king Kumarapala had renewed Somnath in magnificent stone. 

A century after devastation, splendor again faced the sea.

Dynasties changed, but the daily sequence of lamp, water, bilva, and mantra did not. 

Grandfather taught father, father taught child, child carried memory into the old age.

but the zealots had been busy too. 

in the north, the delhi sultanate expanded. alauddin khAlji’s 

ambition turned towards gujarat’s wealth and temples.

1299 CE. 

Khalji’s generals Ulugh Khan and Nusrat Khan marched into Gujarat.  

a new army, a new storm.
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it was the second great siege of somnath. 

the vast khalji horde stood before two centuries of resilience and revival.

The temple was broken, again, the jyotirlinga desecrated, again. 

wealth seized, wanton destruction. again.

But another pujari stood where earlier pujaris had fallen. 

Generations changed, the duty did not.

No imperial decree was needed to order the rebuilding.  

Local hands cleared the stones, restored worship, and began again.

26, somnath scrolls of aryavarta vol. 1 issue 3 | bodha 



1395 CE, the third desecration.

Muzaffar Shah I of the Gujarat Sultanate attacked Somnath.

when the soldiers left, their greed and bloodlust satiated, residents returned with baskets 

and ropes. Before mourning had ended, rubble was being sorted into foundations.

In the fifteenth century, under Mahmud Begada, destruction came again. 

The cycle was political, theological, and deliberate.

And again came the quieter counter-history -  

a cleared floor, a rekindled lamp, a murti sheltered, worship resumed.

the smashers of idols were learning that dharma did not live in stone and brick, after all.
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amid this resilience, bharata continued to fall under a thousand cuts.

Under Aurangzeb, temple destruction became imperial policy.

Kashi, 1669 CE. Vishvanath was demolished and the Gyanvapi mosque raised at the site.

Mathura, 1670 CE. The Keshava Deva temple at Krishna Janmabhumi, destroyed.

Somnath, 1706 CE. An imperial order demanded its demolition. 

The old contest returned - decree against kshetra, throne against memory.
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but the idolators refused to forget or abandon their gods.

1783 CE. Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar built a new Somnath shrine near the ruins, 

giving pilgrims a secure sanctum in which worship could continue.

At consecration, sovereignty took a different form. 

Sacred continuity restored through a queen’s resolve.

From Somnath to Kashi, Gaya to Rameshwaram, lokmata Ahilyabai’s works stitched 

Bharata’s sacred geography together in stone, water, roads, and dharmashalas.
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13 November 1947.  

Junagadh’s accession to independent India.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel stood at Somnath’s ruins and reiterated a continuing resolve.

somnath would rise again.

once again, it was ordinary bharata that answered the call. 

no state treasury was needed, the reconstruction funded by public contribution.

8 May 1950. the foundation stone of the seventh temple was laid.

11 May 1951. President Rajendra Prasad performed the prana pratishtha. 

17 raids and attacks. 

6 major destructions. 

7 distinct reconstructions. 

a civilization’s absolute refusal to accept defeat.
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2026. somnath svabhiman parva.

at Prabhas Patan, the jyotirlinga rises above the sea. 

Pilgrims arrive from every corner of Bharata. 

the lamps burn each evening.

mahmud’s weathered tomb gathers dust in rural afghanistan. 

somnath stands tall.
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Scrolls of Aryavarta is a project in creative cultural 

storytelling. Here we recreate stories, legends, 

triumphs, struggles, and tragedies from Indian 

history.



Volume 1 - The Story of Islamic Imperialism in India, 

takes from the seminal work by Shri Sita Ram Goel, 

and will narrate what historian Will Durant called the 

“bloodiest chapter in human history.”



All issues are available on our website. To receive 

issues in your inbox, please subscribe -  

www.bodharesearch.in/aryavarta

a think tank and research group studying contemporary issues of cultural concern, to 
inform policy, education, and public thought with wisdom drawn from Hindu traditions. 
www.bodharesearch.in


